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Angelus Letter

25 March 2020

FEAST of the ANNUNCIATION

Dear Parish Family,

Guess what!  Christmas is nine months away!  We know this because today is the Feast of the Annunciation.  

Phone calls to parishioners should begin today.  There are a LOT of you and only so many volunteers, so it might take a little spell to get around to everyone.  This also assumes that everyone has kept their records up to date at the parish.  This, should not only help us stay connected as a community and identify anybody who may be in need of help, it will also help us refine our census.  If you do not receive a phone call in the next week or so, or you know that you have changed your number but never notified the parish, you might want to call the office.  Please bear in mind that the school records and the general parish records do not cross!  You may have changed your information at the school but that does not mean that this information has come to the attention at the general parish office (something I would love to fix one day!)

In general, and a good rule of thumb, at any time, remember that the parish and I will NOT solicit funds (especially items such as iTune cards) or request personal information over the phone.  If you need to contact the parish about a questionable email, do not respond to the email sent but begin a new email addressed to church@stsebastian.org.  If you ever receive a questionable phone call, if it was coming from the parish we would not at all mind you asking to call right back.  The only number you should use in such a case is (330) 836-2233.  Save this information.

POSSIBLE CHANGES IN THE HOURS OF THE UNLOCKING OF THE CHURCH

I have been informed that, because of the way our infrastructure is laid out, if we want to live-stream, it must be done from the church building and not the rectory chapel.  So far, we have been recording things in the church and not minding if there were a couple of people there.  But if we start having Mass at the same time every day, word could very well get out and then we would have a church full of people.

At least this is what I would hope would happen!  That you love God, and the Eucharist, and the Mass and the community so much that you would be willing to take a risk to attend Mass!  And I love being the pastor of this parish because of your deep love and devotion. For this very reason, we may decide to unlock the church doors slightly later in the near future in order to be able to celebrate Mass in accordance with the wishes of the diocese.  I will let you know tomorrow.  It seems the right thing to do at the moment since our newspaper tells us today that our hospitals are still expecting a “Tsunami” of cases to hit them in the near future.

MASSES

Please keep sending in things that you want prayed for at Mass.  Typically there is one posted Mass each day and one “private” Mass.  Your requested prayers are prayed for and all of our Mass intentions are being honored.  As of today, all of our Mass intentions through Sunday are going to be covered.  If you are reading this from another parish that is not able to cover all of their Mass intentions, we can cover a few more. Have your pastor contact me.

I SPY WITH MY LITTLE EYE

I LOVE seeing words of hope in some of your windows!  Thanks to those who took pictures and sent them in!  Walking Chester out of our driveway, our neighbors directly across the street decorated their window with, “HOPE”.  As this pandemic seems to want to divide us, it is awesome to see signs that we are still one, holding on to that hope that soon we will be united physically again!

BULLETIN

The bulletin is still being published.  If you were not aware, we do not pay for the publication of our bulletin, our great advertisers do (so patronize them if you can!).  But because they are a possible vehicle to pass germs in this sensitive time, we have greatly reduced how many are printed and limit to whom they are given.  It is also much thinner due to the lack of activities going on around the diocese and our parish. That being said, you may still find a bulletin each and every week online via our website! Simply visit www.stsebastian.org/church/bulletin!

KID’S PROJECT

I would love to share some prayers and some ideas of what to do during this time at home from our very young persons.  If you would send your thoughts to me at fathervalencheck@gmail.com, I would love to share them with everybody now and then.

Please know of my prayers for you.

God bless,

Fr. Valencheck.

St. Sebastian, pray for us.

Holy Mother, pray for us.

O Glorious St. Sebastian, faithful follower of Jesus Christ, to you do we raise our hearts and hands and implore your powerful intercession in obtaining, from God the Father, all the helps and graces necessary for our spiritual and temporal welfare, and for protection against contagious diseases. O, special guardian from diseases and accidents, we are confident that your intercession on our behalf will be graciously heard before the throne of God.  Amen.
St. Sebastian is considered a protector against the plague. He is celebrated for his protection in answer to intercessory prayer against the plagues in Rome in 680, Milan in 1575, and Lisbon in 1599.
Pope Francis’ Prayer during the Coronavirus Pandemic
O Mary,
you always shine on our path
as a sign of salvation and of hope.
We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick,
who at the cross took part in Jesus' pain, keeping your faith firm.
You, Salvation of the Roman People,
know what we need,
and we are sure you will provide
so that, as in Cana of Galilee,
we may return to joy and to feasting
after this time of trial.
Help us, Mother of Divine Love,
to conform to the will of the Father
and to do as we are told by Jesus,
who has taken upon himself our sufferings
and carried our sorrows
to lead us, through the cross,
to the joy of the resurrection. Amen.
The Pope issued this decree which states in part:

"A Plenary Indulgence under the same conditions on the occasion of the current world epidemic, also to those faithful who offer a visit to the Blessed Sacrament, or Eucharistic adoration, or reading the Holy Scriptures for at least half an hour, or the recitation of the Holy Rosary, or the pious exercise of the Way of the Cross, or the recitation of the Chaplet of Divine Mercy, to implore from Almighty God the end of the epidemic, relief for those who are afflicted and eternal salvation for those whom the Lord has called to Himself.”

The indulgence is broader than this but this is the core of it.  If you would like to read more find

it here:

https://press.vatican.va/content/salastampa/en/bollettino/pubblico/2020/03/20/200320c.html.
